Guides to British Beetles

13. Odacantha, Drypta, Callistus,
Oodes and Masoreus

Ground Beetles (Coleoptera; Carabidae)

These genera are not closely related but covered together as
each has just one distinctive British species. This guide will
enable identification of the single Odacantha, Drypta, Callistus,
Oodes and Masoreus species found in Britain.
Odacantha melanura Corsetted Reedclimber
Very distinctive and unlikely to be mistaken for any
other British ground beetle.
A local species which is found in East Anglia
(especially the Norfolk Broads), across southern
England from Kent to the Somerset Levels, and in
South Wales.

6.6 - 7.8 mm

It is strongly associated with reed and can be
found by sweeping or searching in reed litter. It
hibernates in reed stems.
Odacantha melanura Corsetted Reedclimber

Drypta dentata Chine-beetle

A distinctive species unlikely to be mistaken for any
other British ground beetle. The first antennal
segment is longer than the head. Restricted to
warm, south-facing, soft-rock cliffs where it is
associated with patches of reed on seepages and
damp areas. Usually found by searching in reed litter
and low vegetation.

7.0 - 9.0 mm

Very rare. Occurs at a few sites on the south coasts
of the Isle of Wight and Dorset. There are old records
from Hampshire to Kent but it has not been seen in
these areas since the 19th century.
Drypta dentata Chine-beetle

Callistus lunatus The Leathermark

Another very distinctive species. Badister bullatus and
allies have a similar colour pattern but Callistus
differs in having entirely pubescent elytra,
symmetrical mandibles and black femora.
An extremely rare species known from a few chalk
downland sites in Kent, Surrey and Berkshire. Apart
from a fleeting view of a possible in Surrey in 1983, it
has not been seen since 1953.
It inhabits open, dry, chalk downland. On the
continent, it is known to be an extreme thermophile
with a preferred body temperature of 40 °C. It should
be looked for by day in open, bare, sunny spots,
bordered by a short mosaic of vegetation including
thyme. Perhaps it may persist on the bare margins of
adjacent arable fields if not on the downs themselves.

4.2 - 7.0 mm

Panagaeus bipustulatus

Badister bullatus (left) and Lebia
cruxminor (right).

Callistus lunatus
The Leathermark

Oodes helopioides The Amphibious Ground Beetle

Could be mistaken for an Amara or a
water beetle. It may be separated from all
other ground beetles by the ridge which
runs from the apex parallel to the outer
edge of the elytra. Amara have two
bristle-bearing punctures near the inner
margin of each eye whereas Oodes has
only one. The upperside is dull black and
the striae are fine. There are two dorsal
punctures on the 3rd elytral interval. The
hind-wings are fully-developed and this
beetle is capable of flight. Its likeness to a
water beetle is enhanced by the fact that it
spends some time below the water.
A local species which is found in southern
England and south Wales. It lives in
vegetation at the edge of water on lakes,
rivers and ditches, and can be found by
treading or pond-netting. During the
winter it may be found hibernating under
dead bark.

7.5 - 10 mm
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Oodes helopioides The Amphibious Ground Beetle

Ridge parallel to outer edge of
elytra. Elytral intervals (the spaces
between striae) numbered from
suture outwards.

Masoreus wetterhallii The Sentinel

A distinctive beetle which superficially resembles
some species of Trechus but is identified by the
broad pronotum, reddish base to the elytra and
the last maxillary palp segment much larger than
the penultimate. Elytra slightly truncate, not
completely covering the abdomen. Middle tibiae
distinctly spiny.
A scarce species found on sparsely
vegetated sand and gravel on the
coast from Norfolk to Cornwall. It
also occurs inland in the Norfolk and
Suffolk Brecklands.

4.7 - 5.6 mm

Leg showing spiny tibia.
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Dorsal punctures are
small dimples along or
between the striae. It is
often necessary to tilt the
beetle against the light to
see them.
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